[image: image1.wmf]
Massachusetts Middle School Speech League










November 21, 2017
Dear Colleague:

I am pleased to invite your school to participate in the R.J. Grey Speech Tournament, to be held Sunday, December 10, 2017. 
Competition is open to students in grades 6 through 8 who may enter one event. There will be three straight rounds with a single judge in each section, plus a finals round for the top eight competitors in each event. Trophies will be awarded to the top three speakers; competitors ranking fourth through eighth will receive ribbons.
Currently there are no limits on the number of entries from a given school.  However, if you plan on bringing more than 60 students, please contact the tournament host, Spencer Harvey, at sharvey@abschools.org.  Schools must furnish one judge for every five students.
Enclosed, you will find a listing of events to be offered, a tentative schedule for the day, and other important logistical information.  
Sincerely,

Spencer Harvey,

R.J. Grey Speech Club Advisor

sharvey@abschools.org
R.J. Grey Junior High

“Welcome to Winter” Speech Festival 2017
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For 6th – 8th Grade Speakers            Sunday, December 10, 2017
R.J. Grey Junior High, 16 Charter Road, Acton, MA01720

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
8:00 A.M.
Registration. Coaches check in the central rotunda.  Students should go directly to the cafeteria.  Complimentary granola bars and juice (kids), and coffee (adults), will be provided in the morning.  Students can warm-up in an empty class room (with adult present) or common area.
8:45                 Orientation meetings.  Judges will meet in the Dragonfly Theater.  Competitors will meet in the cafeteria.
  
9:30

Round I – All Events

 

10:30

Round II – All Events
11:30

Round III – All Events
 

12:30
Lunch:  Pizza, fruit and other snacks and beverages will be available for purchase at lunch and throughout the afternoon
 

1:30                 Finals (top eight competitors in each event).

3:15

Announcement of awards in Dragonfly Theater

Events  (For a complete description of the events, see the MMSSL website)
Prose Reading





Demonstration Speaking

Dramatic Reading




Free Verse / Poetry
Original Oratory




Duo Interpretation

Children’s Literature




Impromptu Speaking

Declamation





Storytelling
Entries and Judges

Contact Spencer Harvey if you plan on bringing more than 60 competitors. Each school must provide at least one judge per five entries (note: one duo pair equals a single entry when calculating your judge quota). Parents, teachers or other interested adults may serve as judges. High school students who have experience in speech are also welcome to judge. 
Entry Fees
$7 per solo student entry; $14 per duo.   Each school’s coach/advisor should pay the entry fees during check-in, using either cash or check.  Checks should be made out to R.J. Grey.
Entry Deadline
Competitors must be registered on Tabroom.com by Wednesday, December 6 at 9:00 p.m.  Fees are considered final at that time, as is your school’s commitment to bring a certain number of judges.
Gender Neutral Bathrooms
Two gender neutral bathrooms are located in the health suite, which is located a few steps off the central rotunda, past the library on your right, and on the left hand side of the hall. 
Directions to R.J Grey Junior High  


Traveling on Rt. 2, take exit 42 (Rt. 27 - Acton/Maynard).  This exit off Rt. 2 is approximately halfway between Rt. 128 and Rt. 495.


Head south on Rt. 27 (toward Maynard) for ¼ mile to the first stop light (Mass Ave / Rt. 111).


Take a right on Mass Ave / Rt. 111


Travel approximately 500 feet and take your first right onto Charter Road


R.J. Grey is the first building on the left (the highest building on the campus). 

For More Information
Email Spencer Harvey, sharvey@abschools.org.  For emergencies the day of the event, call my cell 617-448-7137.

