bill 405

A Bill to REQUIRE GENETICALLY ENGINEERED OF MODIFIED FOOD AND PRODUCTS CONGATING SUCH INGREDIENTS BE LABEDED
BE IT ENACTED BY THE STUDENT CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

Article I:
Mandate the FDA to require companies to label food products that have been genetically modified or engineered or even partially containing such ingredients.

Article II:
Genetically engineered food products are products that have undergone deliberate modifications of the characteristics of the organism by the manipulation of its genetic material.  Genetically modified food products are products containing genetic material that has been artificially altered so as to produce a desired characteristic.  Ingredients are any of the foods or substances that are combined to make a particular dish or component part of element of something.  This labeling would therefore include ingredients derived from genetically engineered/modified products (ex. feed used for animals).
Article III:
The United states Food and Drug Administration must oversee and ensure that companies provide clear, outside packaging labels on foods that have been genetically engineered, modified, or contain such ingredients.
A. The Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act requires the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to prevent consumer deception by clarifying that a food label is misleading if it omits significant “material” information.

B. In 1992, the FDA issued a policy statement that defined “material” as the ability to be sensed by taste, smell, or other senses.  The FDA determined that genetically modified foods were “substantially equivalent” to conventionally produced foods, so there was no material difference – and no labeling was required.
Article IV:
Allow manufacturers and producers of food products until January 1, 2020 to have their food products including any and all ingredients used tested.  This testing and verification process would determine whether or not their final products are genetically engineered/modified.
Article V: 
All other laws in conflict with this new policy shall hereby declared null and void.
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St. Mary’s High School
