THE COLLEGEPREPARATORY SCHOOL · 6100 BROADWAY · OAKLAND · CA 94618-1899
The Sixteenth Annual College Preparatory School Lincoln Douglas Debate Invitational 
Saturday and Sunday, December 16-17, 2017 
The College Preparatory School Debate Team is pleased to invite you to its fourteenth annual Lincoln Douglas debate invitational. We will offer six preliminary rounds of competition in two divisions, Novice and Varsity. Tournament highlights include: 
· Early competition on the NFL January/February topic, which will be used at the Barkley Forum, Stanford, and Cal tournaments. 
· Outstanding judging pool.
· Delicious meals provided free of charge to all judges, coaches, and competitors. 
· High quality awards for all elimination round participants, plus a repeat of our tasty speaker award cakes in the open division!
· Small, self-contained campus, perfect for sending students with parent chaperones if the coach cannot attend. 
Our purpose in hosting this tournament is to provide a competitive opportunity on the West Coast for Lincoln Douglas debaters
We like hosting an all Lincoln Douglas tournament, a tournament at which Lincoln Douglas debate is treated with respect, rather than as an afterthought. We are a TOC bid tournament at the quarter-final level. 
If you have questions, please email us at lexy@college-prep.org. We look forward to hosting you in December. 
Sincerely, 
Lexy Green                                  John Hines
Director of Forensics               Assistant Director 




SCHEDULE
Friday, Dec. 15
Registration  (online)
Saturday, Dec. 16
7:30 - 8:00 AM            		Postings and Pastries!
8:00 AM - 10:00 AM    	Round  One
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM  	Round  Two 
12:00 - 1:00 PM           	Delicious Lunch Break
1:00 - 3:00 PM             	Round Three 
 3:30 - 5:30 PM            	Round Four
5:30 - 7:00 PM             	Yummy Dinner
7:00 - 9:00 PM             	Round Five
Sunday, Dec. 17
7:30 - 8:00 AM           		Postings & Pastries
8:00 - 10:00 AM         		Round Six
11:00 AM -1:00 PM    	First Elim Round (Doubles)
1:00 - 2:00 PM           		Tasty Lunch
2:00 - 2:30 PM           		Awards 
2:30 - 4:30 PM           		Second Elim Round (Octos)
5:30 - 6:30  PM          		Third Elim Round (Quarters)
7:00 - 8:00 PM           		Fourth Elim Round (Semis)
8:30 - 9:30 PM           		Fifth Elim Round (Finals)
*Elim schedule may be adjusted if we are able to move along more quickly. 
Important Deadlines (all deadlines are 5:00 pm Pacific Time)
· Entry Deadline: Friday, December 1
· Entry Fee Postmark Deadline: Friday, December 1
· Judge Information Deadline: Friday, December 8
· Fee Free Drop Deadline: Friday, December 1 (drops after this point incur a $40 nuisance fee)
· Late Drop Deadline: Friday, December 9—drops after this point will owe full fees. 
Entry Limits 

Our small campus cannot accommodate more than 140 debaters (and that’s using every nook, cranny, and closet available). In order to maximize the number of schools able to attend, we will impose an initial entry limit of six debaters per school in Open, and four debaters per school in Novice. We will let in additional debaters after the December 4 entry deadline as space allows. 
We will close entry once we are full. Enter early to ensure space. Do not buy plane tickets until we confirm your entry. 
Fees 
· Varsity LD Entry Fee (including all meals) $85 per debater 
· Novice LD Entry Fee (including all meals) $70 per debater
· Judging Fee (for uncovered entries) $100 per debater 
Entry fees must be mailed in advance of the tournament. The postmark deadline is 
Friday, December 1. Checks should be made out to CPS Debate. 
Please mail fees to:
CPS LD Invitational
Attn: Lexy Green
6100 Broadway
Oakland, CA 94618

Independent Entries 
We will accept independent entries if the following conditions are met:
1)Students must be accompanied by an adult who is either their guardian or who has been authorized by their guardian. If the adult is not the student's guardian, we require a letter from the guardian identifying the chaperone. The letter should be sent in advance of the tournament, and should be received with the entry fee check. We will drop independent entries who do not meet this requirement by the deadline.
2)Though independent entries do not represent their school, we will not admit independent entries who are attending the tournament against the wishes of their school. Independent entries must provide contact information for their school administration so that this can be confirmed.
3)Home schooled students must provide documentation of their status.
4)Debate clubs/companies must disclose the schools that their students attend. These students must meet the requirements listed above (#1 and #2 for students who attend a school, #1 and #3 for home schooled students). Please send an email providing the requested information.
Please note that independent entry, or entry under the name of a debate club or company will not allow a student to enter if their school has already filled the maximum entry. Our generosity regarding independent entries may not be used to circumvent entry limits.
Drops 
You may drop entries without penalty until December 1. Please do not enter debaters who are not committed to attending the tournament. Entries dropped after December 4 will incur a drop fee of $40. Entries dropped after December 8 will be responsible for the full entry fee.
Divisions 
The Novice division is limited to debaters in their first year of competition. Debaters who debated during the 2016/17 school year must compete in the Varsity division unless they have competed in five or fewer  debate competitions over the length of their debate career (this includes ALL forms of debate, including Policy, LD, Parliamentary, and Public Forum).  This five tournament limit for Novice eligibility includes tournaments held in the 2017/18 school year. In other words, if the debater competed in four tournaments last year and will have competed in two this year before our tournament, s/he must compete in the Open division. 
Awards
There will be awards for all elimination round participants. Speaker awards will be given to the top ten speakers in the varsity division, and the top five speakers in the novice division. Our top varsity speaker award is named in memory of John McKay. John, who won the CPS tournament and top speaker award in 2003, and was a good friend of the CPS program—we miss him greatly. 
Voices Foundation
If you would like to honor John’s memory with a donation to the Voices Foundation, please visit their website at: http://www.voicesfoundation.org/ 
Topic 
OPEN – All debaters in Open will debate the NSDA January/February topic, which is released on December 1. We have chosen this topic to give a head start to debaters who will be attending the Stanford and Cal tournaments. We expect that this early start will be especially valuable to debaters from leagues that do not offer competition on the NFL January/February topic. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]NOVICE – All debaters in Novice will debate the NSDA November/December topic. We chose this topic for novices in order to ease their ability to prepare for the tournament.
Judging 
Schools are required to provide one judge for every three debaters or fraction thereof. All schools are required to provide judges through the first FULL elimination round or one round beyond the elimination of their competitors, whichever comes later. You must provide judge names by Friday, December 8. All entries not covered by judges after this point will be charged judging fees. We need to do this in order to allow us to hire an adequate pool of experienced judges for the tournament.
Schools may provide varsity debaters as judges to cover Novice division entries at the discretion of the tournament director. Student judges will be held to high standards of conduct. Student judges who behave inappropriately will be removed from the judging pool and their schools will be responsible for judging fees for any missed rounds. You must indicate if a judge is a current student when you enter that judge’s name.
We care about our judging pool. Because of this, we request information on all of the judges you provide. Please indicate competitive and judging experience for all judges. For the varsity division, if you cannot provide experienced judges, please plan to pay judging fees instead. We’ll be happy to hire great judges to cover your entry, and you’ll be happy with the quality of the judging pool.
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