The Massachusetts Middle School Forensics League Announces:
The Foley Fiesta

Milton Academy
170 Centre St.

Milton, MA 02186

617-898-2132
The Massachusetts Middle School Forensics League

Foley Fiesta at Milton Academy
For 5th – 8th Grade Speakers

Sunday, May 7, 2006
¡Hola y Bienvenidos a la Foley Fiesta!

 We are overjoyed to announce the 16th Annual Foley Fiesta Speech Tournament to be held at Milton Academy for fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth graders on Sunday, May 7th, 2006.


We are excited to offer several special events. Students may double enter as long as entries are in separate flights. Double Entry is not required. Students may also participate in Multiple Reading which will operate as a third flight. Students may enter in Multiple Reading in addition to one or two other entries. Teams may enter no more than two teams in Multiple Reading.


 There will be two preliminary rounds with two judges per round. Final rounds (consisting of six competitors each) will be held in events in which more than fifteen students are entered. In events involving 25 or more competitors, both Honors and Merit final rounds will be held.


We will offer fiesta snacks and drinks for students to purchase.

Enclosed, you will found a description of each event to be offered, a tentative schedule for the day, and a registration form. Please feel free to email or call with questions or concerns.

We look forward to seeing you all on May 7th, 2006! A special Fiesta thank you goes to Chris Palmer for organizing our registration on line and to Beena Koshy for paneling debate. 
Sincerely,
Debbie Simon, Coach

Debbie_simon@milton.edu
617-898-2132

Lauren-Elizabeth Palmer, 

Student Coordinator

Jacob Hentoff,

Student Coordinator
GROUP A EVENTS

Prose Reading:  an excerpt from a novel or short story delivered by a single student from manuscript using no props or costumes.  Students should strive to bring the literature to life, setting its scene in the minds of the audience and involving them, vicariously, in the work.  Students should provide brief introductory remarks that set the scene and identify the title and author of the work.  Maximum time 7 minutes. 
Play Reading:  a scene from a play (monologue or multi-character) delivered by a single performer from manuscript using no props or costumes. Students should embody the play’s characters in stance, movement, gesture, facial expression and vocal quality, striving for natural, realistic and believable portrayals.  Students should provide brief introductory remarks that set the scene and identify the play’s title and playwright.  Maximum time 7 minutes.

Original Oratory:  an original speech on any topic of concern to the individual student delivered extemporaneously (using notes) or from memory.  The speech may be humorous or serious in nature, but the speaker should strive to make a point of some substance or significance in a natural, realistic and believable way.  Maximum time 7 minutes.
Novice Reading:  an excerpt from a novel, selection of poetry or scene from a play delivered by a single performer from manuscript using no props or costumes.  Students should strive to bring the literature to life, involving them, vicariously, in the work.  Students should provide brief introductory remarks that set the scene and identify the title and author of the work.  This event is open only to students in their first year of forensic competition.  (Those who advance to finals twice “graduate” from this category.)
Dramatic Performance: This is a memorized event in which the student presents a literary selection from a play or work of prose. The cutting is usually structured around a cohesive scene or story line: it has a definite beginning, middle and end. At the conclusion of the performance, the selection has moved the listener in some fashion. The student may perform one character or multiple characters. Time: 7 minute maximum (including introduction) - no minimum; 30 second grace.

Children’s Literature: This event requires the use of a manuscript. The student will present material designed for children, chosen from published short stories, novels, or essays, fictive or non-fictive. The material may be either serious or humorous in nature. The student may use vocal skills, facial expressions, and/or hand gestures to develop a narrator and character/s. The presentation should include an introduction which cites the name of the piece and the author. The cutting should provide a cohesive scene or storyline (containing a definite beginning, middle, and end). The material must be found in printed literature. Time: 7 minute maximum (including introduction) - no minimum; 30 second grace.
Lincoln Douglas Debate: Will follow NFL structure and timing.  If you need additional information, please visit www.nflonline.org The topic will be: Resolved: Parents should be held responsible for the crimes of their minor children.

GROUP B EVENTS
Poetry Reading:  a selection of poetry delivered by a single performer from manuscript using no props or costumes.  Students may read one long piece or a collection of shorter ones.  If choosing to present a collection, the poems should be unified by some central theme (e.g. author, subject, poetic form).  Students should strive to bring the literature to life using primarily facial expression and vocal quality in natural, realistic and believable ways.  Students should provide brief introductory remarks that establish theme, title(s), and poet(s).  Maximum time 7 minutes.

Duo Interpretation:  a dialogue between two characters (from prose fiction or non-fiction or from a play) delivered by two performers from manuscripts using no props or costumes.  Students should each embody a single character in stance, gesture, facial expression and vocal quality, striving for natural, realistic and believable portrayals.  Offstage focus is to be maintained throughout, and platform movement is to be limited to simple turning or pivoting.  Both students should participate in the presentation of brief introductory remarks that set the scene, identify characters, and indicate the work’s title and author.  Maximum time 7 minutes.

Declamation:  a memorized speech that was originally delivered by another speaker in a real life setting and published in print form.  The message may be humorous or serious in nature and should be delivered in a natural, realistic and believable way – the intent is not to embody the nature of the original speaker but the essence of his/her message.  Students should provide brief introductory remarks that identify title, original speaker and some indication of the nature of the setting in which the message was originally delivered.  Maximum time 7 minutes.
Impromptu Speaking:  Students will be given a proverb, picture, headline or other “jump start” and will have seven minutes in which to prepare and present a short talk inspired by the topic.  Total preparation and presentation time 7 minutes.

Team Improvisation: Each team is made up of two students. Students will enter the round and choose a location, object and character for their team. Students will be allowed seven minutes to prepare and perform; they may plan their time accordingly. Each team should convey to the audience a situation involving the location, object and character drawn. Students are allowed to add whatever elements they wish to their performance, but are asked to maintain to original subjects as the central focus of the performance.
Original Literature:
This event requires the use of a manuscript. It can be performed individually or with a partner. The student(s) will present original material that they have written themselves; short stories, poetry, or plays are allowed. The material may be either serious or humorous in nature. Multiple characters are allowed. The student(s) may use vocal skills, facial expressions, and/or hand gestures to develop a narrator and character/s. The presentation should include an introduction which cites the name of the piece and the author. The writing should provide a cohesive scene or storyline (containing a definite beginning, middle, and end). The students will be judged not only on the quality of their performance but also the quality of the writing. Time: 7 minute maximum (including introduction) - no minimum; 30 second grace
Public Forum Debate:  Will follow NFL structure and timing. If you need additional information, please visit www.nflonlin.org  Resolved: A parent’s right to know is more important than an adolescent’s right to privacy.

Group C Events (Limit 2 Multiples per school):
Multiple Reading: This event requires the use of a manuscript. There is a minimum if 3 people and a maximum of 10. The material may be from a play, book, film or poetry and must be found in printed literature (i.e. cannot be original). The cutting is usually structured around a cohesive scene or story line: it has a definite beginning, middle and end. The students may use vocal skills, facial expressions, and/or hand gestures to develop a narrator and characters. Multiple characters are allowed. Each group may use a maximum of four stools (but the schools must provide their own stools).  Time: 10 minute maximum (including introduction) - no minimum: 30 second grace. The winning multiple will perform after the winning multiple is announced in the awards ceremony. 
***

There is no minimum time in any category.

At most, students may enter one event in each group; double – entry is not required.
Students may not use material they have used in contest settings prior to 2004 – 2005 and may not use the same material in more than one category.
FOLEY FIESTA Speech Tournament

For 5th – 8th Grade Speakers

FIESTA SCHEDULE 
8:30 – 9:00

Registration –Schwartz Student Center

9:15


Student and Judges meeting in the Schwartz Center
9:45


Round I:   Group A Events 
10:30


Round I:   Group B Events 
11:15


Round II:  Group A Events
12:00


Round II:  Group B Events 



Lunch Break 
2:00


Multiple Rounds

3:00


Final Rounds (in events involving 15 or more contestants)

4:45


Announcement of Awards in King Theatre



Presentation of the Katie Ames Award

Students who are not double entered are expected to observe competition during their “off” rounds, serving as respectful and supportive audience members.

Individual students will be awarded with trophies for their outstanding performance in each category.  

There is no limit to the number of students any one school may enter.  EACH SCHOOL MUST, HOWEVER, PROVIDE ONE JUDGE PER FIVE ENTRIES, AS WELL AS ADULT SUPERVISION IN THE CAFETERIA FOR NON COMPETING STUDENTS 

(Note: one duo pair equals a single entry.)  Parents, teachers or other interested adults may serve as judges.  High school students who have experience in speech are also welcome to judge.

ENTRY FEES:  School registration $25 + individual entries @ $5 (duo = one entry)  

REGISTRATION INSTRUCTIONS:

Registration at the Foley will be online again this year!  To register online, go to 

http://www.tabroom.com
and select the Massachusetts Middle School Forensic League from the pull-down menu.  Once you enter the MMSFL page, either log in with your existing account or click on the link to create your own account; if you registered online for the Foley last year, you will still have an account; you can have the system email you your password if you have forgotten.

The next screen will allow you to create your school name (or click on it if you have already created it).  Enter your school’s name, and then click on the name of your school.  

First, you must enter your roster of students.  Click on students, and enter the names and years of graduation of each student.  (Enter the year they will be graduating from your middle school, not the year they will graduate from high school.)  Students you entered last year for the Foley who have not graduated should still be listed in your school.  

Next, enter for the Foley.   Select the Foley Tournament from the pull down menu, and click on Enter.  Then, under each event, select which students will be competing in those events.    Your judges should be listed at the bottom of the screen; please include in the Special Notes box for each judge the names of any students on your team are related to that judge.  
After you have entered your team, you can click a printable PDF invoice for your tournament fees at the top of the tournament entry screen, and also a printable PDF listing of the students you have entered together with their competitor codes.  

Any questions about registration or the online program should be sent to foley@tabroom.com, which will go both to the administrators of the online system and Debbie Simon, the tournament director.  

Online registration will be available on or before April 1st. 

SCHOOL FEE $25.00 + (#____ ) ENTRIES @ $5.00 ( ___ ) =  ______ TOTAL DUE

FEES ARE CONSIDERED FINAL AS OF ENTRY DEADLINE

9:00 pm on Wednesday, May 3, 2006
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