The 4th Annual Scarsdale Invitational

February 8th – 9th 

We are pleased to announce the fouth edition of the Scarsdale Invitational debate tournament. As always,  we are proud to dedicate our first place award in the memory of Jeff Williams, a former member of the Scarsdale High School Debate Team.
 The tournament will be at Scarsdale High School from Friday, February 8th – February 9h.  We will be offering Novice LD, Varsity LD, and an Open Division of Public Forum. The entry limit will be 6 in each division. You may request extra slots, but we don’t know what sort of draw we will get, so I want to err on the side of field diversity.

We will be debating the January/February resolution for LD: Resolved: It is just for the United States to use military force to prevent the acquisition of nuclear weapon by nations that pose a military threat.. We will be using the February PF topic. 

There will be 5 preliminary rounds for both divisions of LD and in PF. We intend to break to octafinals in each division of LD and quarters in PF but will alter this if field size warrants. Prep time will be 4 minutes in LD and 2 minutes in PF

In Lincoln Douglas, the judging ratio will be 1 to 3, and we will be adding our own Scarsdalian twist. As a team, we strongly believe that allowing students the opportunity to judge is an invaluable learning experience. Therefore, during their off flights, we are going to allow schools to have their varsity debaters (third and fourth year debaters ONLY) to judge novice LD rounds. This means that the entire varsity tournament will be single flighted in the A flight with the novice tournament occurring during the B flight. To summarize, you need 1 adult judge for every 3 varsity LDers or fraction thereof. Each Varsity Debater can cover up to 3 novice debaters or fraction thereof. For PF, the judging ratio is 1 judge for every 2 teams or fraction thereof. 

A limited amount of hired judging is available on a first-come, first served basis. We cannot guarantee hired judging to anyone. No school may hire out their entire commitment. Hired judges will cost $150 per judge. This is exactly what I will be paying the judges so please don’t think we are out to make a profit on this. We will endeavor to bring in some spectacular neutral judges.

Student housing can be provided for any team that is traveling a significant distance. We will are able to house approximately 100 students. We reserve the right to prioritize housing for teams who we deem are traveling from farther away. Please do not make any arrangements with individual members of our team as that will result in the cancellation of your housing request. For those who wish a hotel, the following are the closest to the high school:

The Crowne Plaza White Plains – 914-682-0050
The Hampton Inn, Elmsford – 914-592-5680

Neither gave me better deals than what Expedia offered so there is no reserved block of rooms. Directions from the hotels to the High School will be provided if requested.


Dinner on Friday night and breakfast and lunch on Saturday afternoon will be provided for competitors and judges. Once again, all meals will be provided (drinks and snacks will be on sale for the students). The cost is included in your entry fee. Our parents have in the past put together an incredible spread and I know they will do so again.
Entry Fees:

$25 school fee


$60 per PF team

$45 per VLD entry

$45 per NLD



$150 for hired judging
$10 Nuisance Fee for EACH change or drop at the table 

Registration will open on January 1st  and will be closed on Thursday, January 31st at 5 PM or when the tournament fills up. Waitlisted entries will be cleared by February 1st. Drops and changes can be made until Monday, February 4th at 5 PM without penalty. After this, all fees are fixed. Register by going to http://www.tabroom.com and selecting "Invitationals" from the menu.  If you do not have a tabroom.com

account already, simply create one, and then create your school's chapter account and follow the onscreen instructions to register your students in the Scarsdale Invitational.  If you encounter any technical problems, please email scarsdale@tabroom.com or  jovan75@gmail.com or call Joe Vaughan at his school number at 914-721-2310. All checks should be made payable to Scarsdale High School

On the day of the tournament, please arrive at Scarsdale High School between 1:15 PM and 1:50 PM. We request that you only use the Brewster Road entrance and not the Post Road entrance. When you arrive, please go to the auditorium where you will be able to store your belongings and complete registration. Registration will close at 2:15 PM. I urge you to arrive BEFORE 2 as the students get out at 2 and the school turns briefly into an insane asylum. If you are running late or have any problems the day of the tournament, please call me at school at the number above. Calling my cell will not work as there is no cell reception inside SHS. We want to try to have round one go off at 3:00 PM after the general meeting. 


This invitation as well as any updates or announcements closer to the tournament will be posted on  http://www.scarsdaleschools.org/hs/hseboard.html . Go to Joe Vaughan, select the Speech/Debate tab and then the SCARSDALE TOURNAMENT note.

Directions for bus to SCARSDALE HIGH SCHOOL (to mapquest, use 2 Brewster Road, Scarsdale 10583)

From North – Take 87 south to 287 east. Get off at exit 5 which is Route 100. Get off at the exit and follow Tarrytown Road (which is the road you are merged onto) for several lights. At the county center (which will be on your left), make a right onto Central Park Ave (Rt 100). Go down Central Park Ave until you get to East Hartsdale Ave and take a left (you will have passed a Dunkin Donuts on your right just before the turn). Follow East Hartsdale Ave through town. This road will become Fennimore Ave right after you pass over the Metro North tracks. Take a right onto Brewster Road. The school will be about 5 blocks down on the left. Take the third entrance into the high school into the traffic circle. Drop kids off at that circle and have the kids enter through the front doors.

From South – Take 87 north to exit 4 and follow the signs for Central Park Ave. When you get to East Hartsdale Ave, you will take a right instead of a left and follow the directions above.

Directions for cars (or other vehicles that can go on parkways)

From the Hutch – Get off at Mamaroneck Road, exit 22. Take a right onto Mamaroneck Road towards Scarsdale. Follow Mamaroneck Road to its end and take a left onto Route 22. Take a right at Olmsted. (If you pass the HS on your right, you have missed Olmsted). Take the next left onto Brewster Rd. Take the third entrance into the high school into the traffic circle. Drop kids off at that circle and have the kids enter through the front doors.

From the Bronx River Parkway North – Get off at Crane Road which is a VERY sharp turn. Off the exit, take the first left which is a U turn and stay to the right. Take the next right (if you don’t, you end up back on the Parkway). Go through the light and take the 2nd right onto Church. Go through the light and veer right. The High School will be on your left. Take the second entrance.

From the Bronx River Parkway South – Get off at Green Acres. Take a left off the exit up to Walworth Ave. At the light, take a right. At the next light, take a left onto Fennimore. Follow directions above from Fennimore.

The Tentative LD/PF Schedule

Fri – February 9th 

1:15 – 2:15 - Arrival and Registration

2:30        - Welcoming meeting in the Auditorium

3:00 – 4:45 - Round 1

4:45 – 6:30  - Round 2

6:30 – 7:30 - Dinner in the Cafeteria

7:30 – 9:30 - Round 3 (Power Paired H/L within bracket)

9:45        - Housing from the Auditorium

Saturday - Jan 10th 
8:00 - 10:00  - Round 4 (Power Paired H/L within bracket)

10:30 - 12:30 - Round 5 (Power Paired H/L within bracket) 

12:30 - 1:15  - Lunch

1:15          - Octafinals (We will single flight it if we can)

3:15          - Quarters

4:15          - Awards

4:45          - Semis

5:45          - Finals

Invoice/Receipt for Scarsdale High School Tournament

School Name - 
______________________________

Coach - 

________________________

Fees – Make all checks payable to Scarsdale High School

	
	Number
	Fee
	Total

	School Entry 
	1
	25
	25

	Novice LD
	
	45
	

	Varsity LD
	
	45
	

	PF
	
	60
	

	Hired Judges
	
	150
	

	Nuisance Fees
	
	10
	

	Totals
	
	
	


