Dear Coaches and Friends

We are pleased to invite you to the Needham High School Spring Fling, also known as the ‘March Merryness’ Speech and Debate Tournament, to be held on Saturday, March 29, 2008: Food will be sold throughout the day.

Speech Events: We will be offering all MFL Speech events, including Student Congress. Student congress legislation will be  available on the MFL website. We will also be offering a variety of special events.  Special events, including Impromptu Sales, will be offered during  a flight between finals and MFL event prelims.  

Students may double and triple enter, subject to the following restrictions. 

1)Students in draw events, group discussion, and student congress may not double enter within the MFL events  pattern. They may double enter with   special events.  

2)No student may enter more than one special event. 

3)There is no double entry between debate and speech, including special events. 

4)Multiple students may not enter a special event, as it will be held in the same time slot. 

These special events include Alumni Oratory, Mixed Duo, Alumni Duo, Impromptu Sales,Tabloid Extemp,Freeze Improv, and Student’s Revenge.  

Debate:   We will be offering novice Policy, Public Forum, and Novice and Open LD. We reserve the right to collapse LD divisions, but will allocate awards based on initial registration: The Public Forum and LD Topics will be the applicable March NFL topics.  

Sweepstakes. Sweepstakes will be awarded to the top five schools based on their top ten entries in ten separate events, plus their next top three scores.

The Needham Tournament is NOT a “last chance” tournament- all students are welcome, regardless of qualification  status.  

A Note on room cleanliness.  There have been issues. We are in danger of losing use of the building. We will be  checking  rooms throughout the day.  If a room is found to be in poor condition, the tournament will be delayed until  that room is sufficiently neat.  Repeat offenders will be dropped from the tournament. Students after round three , four, and finals are asked to erase the board of all tournament related markings.

No food or drink of any sort, except water, is allowed in the classrooms. 

Please inform your judges that no person, including adults, may sit, breathe, or even gaze upon a teacher’s desk. We may station a trained team of gorgons at each teacher’s desk to enforce this rule. 

We will be pleased to present the 3rd annual Needham  Parent Award on the 24th. Past winners are

2005   Karen Goldenberg



Needham High School

2006   Gail Cirillo and Sheryll Strohl-Hammett      Ursuline  Academy

2007   Dave Berridge 




Shrewsbury High School

Registration Deadline:Wednesday , March 26th   at 5pm. Please register at the Massachusetts Forensics League Website.

Drop Deadline: You may drop without penalty until Thursday March 27th at 3pm.  Fees are set at that time. After that time please email

paul_wexler@needham.k12.ma.us.

Please call 781-330-6610  the morning of the tournament ONLY to report Drops and Nondrops. This is a MFL requirement.  

Please make all checks payable to Friends of Needham Speech and Debate.
There is a $10 nuisance fee for changes between Thursday afternoon and the tournament. This is in addition to the original cost.

Fees: $5/speech entry. $15/LDer.  $30 per policy/public forum team.

There is a $50 missing judge fee in speech- please do not rely on the fee!

There is a $100 judging fee in debate, and cannot be guaranteed. Please bring your judges. 

There is a $25 fee per change  at the registration table. The key to running an on time tournament is minimal last minute changes!

Judging  
 One judge per five entries in speech.



  One judge per three entries in LD



 One judge per three  entries in public forum  

One judge per two entries in  policy



Varsity students may judge novice LD and novice policy.

No current high school students may judge public forum, speech, or varsity LD

Registration will begin at 8am. Rounds will begin as expeditiously as

possible, we hope to have the opening meeting in speech no later than 9am, coinciding with the beginning of draw.

Please call the morning of the contest with any changes.  

Round One Debate: 9:15

Round One Draw 9:15 AM

Round Two Debate: 10:45

Round One 9:45 AM

Round Three Debate 12:45

Round Two 11:00AM

Round Four Debate
2:45

Round Three 12:15 AM

 




Multiple/specials,  Finals and Awards to follow as soon as








possible.

Awards will be as close to 6:00 pm as possible. 

Scrumptious Food will be sold throughout the day!

We will expedite the schedule if tournament numbers allow.

We look forward to seeing you in Needham on March 29th!

Group Topics: 
1)What services should the taxpayers provide to students at private K-12 schools?

2) What impact do ‘fictional ‘ holiday characters (aka:the Easter Bunny) have on society?

3) Should the U.S. government mandate ‘net neutrality’?



Finals: A discussion of the merits/lack of merits of group discussion in its’ current state. The final round will be structured as follows:

1)10 minute prep on topic (though hope people have already ‘planned for success’ and prepared. We will provide the specific words to the question prior to the round. )

2)discuss problem (merits/problems)- approximately 20 minutes

3)discuss solutions- approximately 20 minutes

4)- 5 minute prep time  closing thoughts

5) Closing thoughts-5 minutes

Needham Spring Fling Special Events

Spring Fling Events- To be held during the off round  with one round of competition and finals if needed. 

Mixed Duo... Shaken not Stirred (aka: mixed duo) 
Teams will be randomly generated from all event participants. All materials will be provided. You and your new partner will have 15 minutes of prep time for cutting and practice. The presentation must include an introduction that cites the name of the piece and the author. You may only touch and make eye contact during your  introduction. The author’s words as published in the literature may not be altered for this presentation with the exception that cutting is permitted. This is a scripted reading event.   
Time limit: 15 minute- prep, 7 minutes, 30 second grace- presentation 

Alumni/Student Duo

Teams will consist of one current high school student and one alum. All normal duo rules apply, except for the time limit. Scripts are required. 

Time Limit: 7 minutes, 30 seconds grace. 
Sold! to the Highest Bidder  (aka: impromptu sales pitch) 
You will randomly select one object from a grab bag to use as the impromptu topic. 7 minutes of prep time will be allotted to create and present your sales pitch.    
Aliens Have Landed in Needham (aka: tabloid extemp) 
Pulled right from the tabloid headlines. You may have already won!  15 minutes of prep time will be allotted to create a "factual", yet light hearted extemp speech.  You will have 7 minutes to convince your judge that bat boy lives, and  that aliens have indeed landed in Needham. Some topics may come from the Weekly World News or so we say- but if they are shut down by the Conspiracy we will make do.    This is a limited prep event, except for those who can see the future…  
Alumni oratory 
Open to all  non-students including: parents, judges, coaches, and alumni. You will present original thought and commentary on this years chosen 2008 spring fling oratory category: This is an  Expository speech - The purpose of an expository speech is to inform. This can include speeches to explain, instruct, or demonstrate. It may include the use of narrative or descriptive elements as support. In an expository speech, main points and sub-points constitute the main divisions of the basic idea to be developed. Supporting material gives the message substance. It clarifies, amplifies, and develops ideas.    Competitors may use note cards. Visual aids are encouraged, but not required.  Time limit: 7 minutes (30 second grace)

 

Note:  Visual aids requiring power, overhead projectors, or other electronic projection/computer aided visuals will not be allowed. A maximum of 150 directly quoted words is allowed in the oration. You will be judged on your overall organization, delivery skills, and use of the theme.  This event will be scored by student judges. This is a memorized event. 

Time limit: 7 minutes, 30 second grace 

Freeze   Improv
Freeze Improv: This event is open to all students.  Given a starting 

scenario, each student will partner with every other student in the flight 

according to a set order to create various short scenes, a la 'Whose Line is it Anyway?' After a scene has gone on for at least 60 seconds, and before it reaches 90 seconds, the next student in line will yell FREEZE and take the place of a student already in the scene. The new pair will then begin to act out a fresh scene, starting from the positions they were frozen in. Sign up for some crazy, off-the-cuff madness!
Students Revenge (ak a: student judging competition) 
This event is open to all students.  You will be judging the Open Oratory event.  Your  ballots will be reviewed and ranked in this unique competition.  You will need to dig deep to find thoughtful comments for the good, the bad, and the well...  They may even make an appearance in Interpretative Ballot Reading, so have fun and be creative!   

